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IRONPORT SYSTEMS
TM

 Announces Expanded  
Beta of Bonded Sender

TM

 Program 
 

Early Beta Reached 350 ISPs and Senders, Processed more than 5 Million Messages per Day  

SAN BRUNO, CA- October 23, 2002 - IronPort Systems, provider of the world’s first Intelligent 
Messaging Gateway appliances, today announced the expansion of its Bonded Sender Program. 
The Bonded Sender Program turns the problem of unsolicited email or “spam” upside down by 
focusing on identifying legitimate commercial email and keeping it from being inadvertently 
blocked by spam filters. 

The growth of unsolicited email - spam - has negatively impacted both senders and receivers 
of email. Traditional anti-spam systems have been developed to identify spam, but these 
systems have the drawback of periodically destroying or blocking legitimate email traffic. 
With the Bonded Sender Program, originators of legitimate email can now post a financial 
bond to ensure the integrity of their email campaign. Recipients who feel they have received 
an unsolicited email from a Bonded Sender can complain to their ISP, IT manager, or 
IronPort and a financial charge is debited from the bond. This market-based mechanism 
allows email senders to ensure that their messages get to their end users, and provides 
corporate IT managers and ISPs with an objective way to ensure that only unwanted 
messages get blocked.  

“The major issue with anti-spam systems is false positives – the accidental blocking of 
legitimate mail,” said Scott Weiss, CEO of IronPort Systems. “The Bonded Sender Program 
prevents false positives by clearly identifying legitimate mail. Bonded Sender is the ideal 
complement to automated spam control systems.” 

Since the Bonded Sender Program addresses a critical need for both senders and receivers of 
email, early participation in the program has been strong. There are more than 350 ISPs and 
email senders already participating in the beta program. The Bonded Sender system is processing 
more than 5 Million emails per day, with traffic doubling every two weeks. Based on this 
operational success, IronPort is expanding the beta to include up to an additional 650 ISPs and 
email senders, bringing the total scope of the program to 1,000 participants. The expanded beta 
program is available immediately, with details at www.bondedsender.com. 
 



 

"At The Motley Fool, we want our email relationship with our customers to be truly Foolish -- 
simple, straight-forward and trustworthy," said Maxwell Keeler, CTO. "The Bonded Sender 
program could help us deliver on that commitment." 
 
The Bonded Sender Program has been integrated with IronPort’s latest family of email delivery 
appliances. IronPort Virtual GatewayTM technology (also announced today in another press 
release) allows email senders to deliver their most important messages over an IP address that is 
registered with the Bonded Sender Program, while allowing them to send other messages over 
separate, unbonded IP addresses – all on the same set of infrastructure.   
 
While the Bonded Sender Program is tightly integrated into IronPort’s own gateway appliances, 
it is open to all potential customers, regardless of what email gateway they use. Plug-ins are 
available for leading open-source MTAs as well as spam control systems including sendmail, 
qmail, postfix, razor, procmail and SpamAssassin. 

ABOUT  I RONP ORT  S YS T E MS   

IronPort Systems (www.ironport.com) was founded in 2000 by pioneers in Internet messaging. 
With technical staff from companies such as Hotmail, eGroups, ListBot, and Yahoo!, IronPort’s 

mission is to revolutionize Internet messaging. The company has developed a family of 
messaging appliances that bring new functionality to the way people communicate over the 
Internet. At the heart of these appliances is the company’s AsyncOS TM, an operating system 
developed by IronPort Systems and optimized for asynchronous communications. AsyncOS is 
the scalable foundation for IronPort's new messaging solutions and is driving a breakthrough in 
messaging performance. 

AsyncOS, IronPort, Virtual Gateway, and Bonded Sender are trademarks of IronPort Systems. 
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